[Migrating multiple mononeuritis and nonsystemic angitis].
Multiple mononeuritis of migrating nature at onset occurs in a variety of disease conditions. "Migrant sensory neuritis" without a systemic underlying disorder described by Wartenberg (1958) is the most distinctive form of this type of neuropathy. Its pathomechanism is not uniform, but angiopathy has been suggested by Matthews et al. (1981). In this report, we describe five cases of sensory-dominant multiple mononeuritis with migrating nature and without systemic visceral involvement. The patients consisted of four females and one male between 26 and 71 years of age. All showed recurrent episodes of sensory involvement along the distal branches of the cutaneous nerve. The patients presented with sudden onset of numbness or pain radiating along the cutaneous branches of the involved nerves often followed by persistent sensory deficit. In mild episodes, the sensory symptom with numbness almost completely subsided. The frequency of these episodes ranged from 7 times in 6 months to 6 times in 9 years. The clinical manifestations were similar or identical to those of migrant sensory neuritis reported by Watenberg and Matthews et al. Cranial nerve involvement and less frequent episodes in the present series differed from those in the previous reports. Laboratory examinations did not disclose any underlying disorder, suggesting systemic collagen vascular disease. Sural nerve biopsy study in two patients revealed vasculitis in small or medium-sized arteries in the epineurium as well as reduced population of large myelinated fibers. Small myelinated fibers were slightly increased in number, probably to regenerating fibers. Sensory action potentials were low or not evoked in the nerves examined.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)